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1. Opening 

The Chairman welcomed the delegates to the meeting and the Agenda was approved

2. General matters

The chairman explains the procedures and rules of engagement for this special conference, the first ever held “on-line”.

We have 35 documents to handle, so we need to limit the discussion time as much as possible. Some documents will be handled in bundles, to be decided by the chairman.

3. Reports
a. Chairman
As much as 7 VHF newsletters have been issued between the 2 conferences

i. Actions after Vienna meeting 2018:
1. Working group about 50MHz band plan started in March 2020
2. Contest working group: will be handled in session 2
3. Interoperability for digital communications: OëVSV ?
No follow-up yet from OëVSV. What to do with this subject?
4. VHF handbook was updated after Vienna
5. Contesting: working group worked “event driven”. To be discussed in session 2
6. Spectrum matters:
a. 50 MHz: relative successful
b. 1,2 GHz: possible problems in WRC23 with Glonass and Galileo
To be discussed further along the agenda
7. There will be a heavy pressure on all bands higher then 1,2 GHz. This will also be discussed further in the meeting
8. Concerning beacons DH4FAJ did some good work, see his report.



b. DX coordinator

Kjeld OZ1FF (IARU Region 1 VUSHF DX Records Coordinator) reports:

During 2019 17 new records has been claimed and put on the DX Records List at https://vushf.dk/iaru-reg-1-dx/.
Claims are coming in smoothly and the list is updated at regular intervals.


c. Satellite coordinator

Graham G3VZV, is excused because he has an other conference he needs to lead, but will be happy to answer possible questions in the 2° session.
He reports a number of 22 active Oscar-satellites, apart from QO100, some of them having APRS and ARIS systems on board.
QO100 is very big succes, all MS are requested to make maximum publicity, as far as this is yet needed.

Cube sats are causing consequences for our bands, as WRC19 simplified the rules.

The satellite coordinator reports a number of activities, as ISS/ARISS and deep space radioreserch


d. Beacon coordinator

A new database is being made with more than 750 becons.
The RSGB beacons have not yet being updaed, as we wait for the latest updates.
The coordinator emphasizes the need for beacons for experimental scientific research.
Propagation beacons are being regarded a seperate class, LA0BY requests for a seperate power output category for these kind of beacons.

LX1KQ reports that the Luxembourg beacons will be updated shortly

e. Contest Working group
Several meetings have been held to finetune the functionality of the contest robots. Some work still needs to be done but we can safely state that contest robots are  valuable instruments



4. General issues

a. WRC 2023
The agenda for WRC 2023 is already being fixed in the previous WRC, in 2019.
The bands in 3300-3400 and 10-10,5 are specifically of concern, as we might lose parts of the spectrum to the mobile service.

For obvious reasons it is preferred that a secundary allocation is granted to the mobile sattellite service, rather than earth-bound mobile devices.

The EESS on 45 MHz, has a bandwidth of 10 MHz and might affect the 6 meter band. Attention is required to avoid the 6 meter band becoming very negatively affected.

The 1240-1300 band is under pressure, because radionavigation-satellites make use on primary basis. As long as we can coexist with these and other users it will be no problem, but this is yet unsure. Investigation is being executed to see if the amateur service is causing interference to the navigation systems or not.
Within CEPT a lot of work is done to find a way to coexist in this band together with primary users. MS are recommended to put this subject on the agenda with the local authorities, so as to emphasize the priorities for the amateur service.



b. NS20_C5_Rec_01: unanimously
The following recomendations are therefore to be taken into account:
· MS actively take action to engage with their national administration to promote the IARU position on the development of the regional CEPT and global ITU-R regulatory deliverables.
· MS promote the views of their national amateur community with their national administration.
· MS actively engage in setting the national and regional brief for the regulatory and ITU-R preparatory work that will take place in all RTO’s across all Regions.
· MS proactively engage with their national administration and RTO’s regarding progress of the work regionally and globally.
· MS remain vigilant and ready to react to any early proposals to downgrade (or remove) the national amateur services allocations in their respective countries ahead of the conclusion of the regulatory work.
· MS widely publicise the amateur community views (both the IARU position and their national amateur community) – e.g. national newsletters etc.
· MS take these actions urgently. 
· MS should report back to IARU R1 SRLC on a regular basis or as appropriate.

c. Last year the 144 MHz for under attack from the French authorities, for the use of aeronautical services. This is currently not listed for discussion on WRC23, but we continously need to be alert!



5. AROS

The recommendation is to suspend the AROS activity, as it is of relevance only for local authorities and not for IARU.
The paper describing this point of view, NS20 AROS  is supported anonimously by C5
[bookmark: _Hlk53340291]NS20_C5_Rec_02

6. 
Ratification Vienna recommendations

All recomendations are meanwhile being integrated in the  VHF-managers handbook, but need the formal approval of C5.
The voting resulted in 27 in favour, so the recommendation is accpeted.( NS20_C5_Rec_03)

7. Input from communities
Document NS20_C5_07 was discussed, which is to encourage the HAM communities to promote innovations and modern ways to use radio more actively through the “piramid”within the IARU. All committees are encouraged to shedule this subject on a local basis.
A seperate speedy working group will address this at a later stage and we will  put it on the agenda again in session 3.

8. Spectrum sharing

Ole LA2RR explains the importance of spectrum sharing above 144 MHz.
National authiarities tend to take dicisions outside of the ITU, regarding spectrum usage. This way the international harmonization is getting fragmented.

Within IARU an IARU VHF+ committee will be (or is already...) established to identify and further coordinate and safeguird the amateur spectrum.
Also this comittee will monitor the activity of the bands, the applications and the use of the various classes of transmissions etc.
This should provide reliable estimates of the necessary needed bandwidth, which is then usable to be presented to the ITU.
Primary allocations are to be safequarded, but secundary allocations should be encouraged in case of possible risk of bandwidth loss. Above 1 GHz we see threaths and at the same time good possibilities for bandsharing.
We ask the Member Societies:
- Confirm the proposed methodolgy
- Identify any issues with the technical characteristics in Appendix 5
- Assist the Comittee by identifying specific spectrum in each target band that would be suitable for potential sharing
- Assist the committee by existing media and provide data on the amateur use of spectrum at 144 MHz and up.
VERON PE1ITR adds that we should define the maximum level of acceptable interference.
RSGB remarks that there is room for discussion with regulators for local/temporary solutions.
ON4AVJ remarks that the EU(RSPG) is also very intrested in this topic and that we need to think out of the box for finding co-habitation

The committte asks feedback by december 15, 2020 through the C5 chair.

The topic is found very important however complex and will therefor need dedicated specialist to bring good proposals. It will be further discussed in the joint SLRC/PRC working group  

The chairman closes this meeting at 15:50 UTC
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